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Stead, and committed to the Committee of the Whole House to which is committed the bill 
(H. R. No. 641) to reduce and otherwise alter the duties on imports. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in 
Congress assembled: 

The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of the county of Huntingdon, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, 

Respectfully Represents: 

That, at this momentous crisis, when the bonds of union which have en¬ 
abled us to become a great people, are threatened to be torn asunder by con¬ 
flicting interests, it is the duty of every friend of his country to exert 
himself, and remove the cause, if it is not incompatible with the true policy 
of our country. Believing that, as the national debt is paid, there is no 
good reason why heavy taxes should be raised from the people in the shape 
of duties on imports, when the funds are not required for the legitimate 
expenses of Government, and being skeptical in the doctrines of heavy 
duties protecting the domestic industry of our country, your memorialists 
are led to believe that they have a tendency to disqualify a great portion of 
our citizens from making a living in any other manner than in a manufacto¬ 
ry, thereby enabling the monopolists to make their own terms with them, 
and as putting in the power of a few to establish aristocracies among us, 
that have, in their infancy, shown themselves to be dangerous to a republican 
government. As the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means has 
reported a bill to reduce the duty on imports, your memorialists would re¬ 
spectfully represent that it is their desire to see the duties reduced to the 
economical wants of Government, and, as in duty bound, your memo¬ 
rialists will ever pray. 
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